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VERYBODY comes

to New York sooncr
ot later. Among the fairly.
recent arrivals s a fifty-
non-stop-talking
crusader  named  Robert
Pickus, u founder, the pres-
ident, and the main spokes-
man an organization
called the World Without
War Council. We met Mr.
Pickus at his newly established head-
quarters, on top of the Flatiron Build-
ing. “We’re a very independent out-
fit—a sport in the peace-organization
jungle—so these quarters seemed sort
of right for us,” he said. “Although
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year-old,
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we have a foot in the U.N.-orent-

ed camp, it would strike a false note
for us to be over near First Avenue,
and it would be equally wrong for
us to be down in SoHo with the peace-
cause groups. Our criticism of the con-
ventional peace movement has been al-
most as sharp as our criticism of the
balance-of-power people. Besides, the
rent’s cheap, because we don’t have any
water in this penthouse and, as you
may have noticed, you have to climb
thirty-eight steps to get here.”’

While we were still catching our
breath, Mr. Pickus went on to say
that the Council has been in existence
since 1967, and until fairly recently
was principally based in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, where he lives, with his wife
and children. He is currenty a trans-
continental commuter, after a fashion,
coming East every month or so for a
ten-day stretch. “I’ve been in peace
practicall my entire adult life,” he
said, “but I’d never wanted to come to
New York before, because that’s where
nearly every other group has its mim-
eograph machines. I wanted to con-
centrate on regional work, in places
like Seattle, and like Oakland, where
we’ve been able to have a demonstrable
impact on groups such as the Episcopal
Diocese of California. We're a min-
imalist organization trying to function
as a catalyst in a ficld where most peo-
ple regard the primary goal as some-
thing that isn’t feasible. Do vou know
that there have been more than a hun-
dred wars since 1945¢ We have a list
that was drawn up by a Hunganan
peace researcher, except that he lefe out
the invasion of Hungary—which is
characteristic of what we’re up against.
One of our megalomaniacal goals is to
try to link up all the people actve in the
peace field—church groups, labor, the
underground world—and to get cach
group to put the ending of wars on its
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permanent long-range agenda and take
it seriously. Our claim is that with suit-

T

able perspectives we can’develop some :

common thought among the pacifists

and the world-law crowd and the dis-
armament people and other groups,

like psychiatrists, who are examining
war and peace in the larger sense, from
the point of view of man himself. Up
to now, the farther we’ve stayed from

New York, the casier it has seemed to 4

pull different groups together.”
Mr. Pickus, who might have a

o

Ph.D. in political science if his disserta- |

tion were not twenty-odd years over-
due. told us that he has led a rea-

sonably peripatetic life: born in Swoux |
City, raised in Illinois, educated in

Chicago and London, war service—
chiefly with the O.5.5.—in Sweden.
“In Stockholm, it made an enormous
impression on me to be thrown to-
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gether with one ethically centered ref-
ugee after another—men for whom
the likelihood of faillure was an in-

tegral part of existence but who none-
theless clung to a belief in the im-

portance of persisting in their ideals,” .

he said. “In 1951, T looked around
for a place that would feed me while
I tried to end all wars, and T went
work for the Quakers, but 1 left, be-
cause [ felt they had inadequate politi-
cal understanding. In 1961, Robert
Gilmore and T started an organiza-
tion called Turn Toward Peace, which
was supposed to be a clearinghouse
for sixty or so groups. But Vietnam
soon intruded and bhegan to eclipse
every other issue, We in the peace
movement may have to pay a
rible price for some fundamental moral
and political errors we made during
that war. Too many peace workers
propagated the notion that the only bad
thing abour Victnam was American

ter-

power, and thar Hanoi, for mstance, |

couldn’t be blamed for anytiing. How
can you keep teliing people that their
country is uniquely . corrup:, vicious,
and exploitative, and then hope o get
them to move in concert with the rest
of the world? I’m a pacifist, but T seem
to spend too much of my tme these
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days arguing with my pacifist brethren, |
Right now, we're iung up on amnesty,

which Im afraid is beginning to pro-

long the polarization caused by the war, |

Owr view of men who lefr the coun-
try rather than
of being conscin

ake the consequences:
tous objectors is that

while conscivnce i3 naturally of value,”

be

so s law, and individuals juse can’:

permitted to walk in and out of political”

systems as ther choose. We in the

Councit gcneru]l_\' favor brinZing pco-
ple home in some way that won’t rup-
tire the delicate connective clements

of socicty—perhaps by offering them
amnesty but with an alternazive service
requirement. A lot of peace people dis-
agree with us on that. The lefr feels
that we're selling out, and the right
thinks that we’re cither dangerous or
idiotic, and the middle doesn’t seem
be able to grasp what were alking
about. Still, we have to

push on, and T hope to

be able to link up some

of the energy left over

from Vietnam to find

commuitted leadership for

peace, o bind that to-

gether, to relate it to

all segments of the com-

munity, and to rebuild

whatever it is that peo-

ple in this country need

to make them tackle

large challenges. Well,

we’ve stayed away from

New York all along,

and have kept pure, I

suppose, getting by with

small sums of money

and young volunteers.

But we haven’t accom-

plished enough. So now

we’re here in the main-

stream, and I just hope

we don’t become like

many East Coast organi-

zations and devote most

of our time to raising

enough money simply to

stav in business. That

would be bad for,

among other things, my pride, and it’s
been my pride that’s kept me going. If
you think vour energies and abilities |
are worth anything, you want a task
that's really big. Mine feels a little bit
too biz to me right now.”
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